
lately dead
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Elizabeth Anang who died on Thursday, 
31st August. Details of Funeral arrange-
ments will be announced.
The father of Elwira Pniewski, who was 
buried in Poland on Friday. 

music

10.00am Mass: 934, 1013, 609, 1014, 1015, 
1018, 1019, 214, 770

11.30am Mass: Entrance: 934, Gloria: 1013, 
Psalm: O that today (Boulton-Smith), Al-
leluia: Celtic, Offertory: Ave Maria (Ar-
cadelt) +  609, Sanctus: 1014, Acc: 1015,  
Amen: 1018, Agnus Dei: 1019, Commun-
ion: As pants the hart (Boyce) + 938, Final: 
708, Postlude: Fugue in B Minor (Bach)

dates for diary 
Polish Anniversary Celebrations:  On 
the 16th and 17th September we will be 
celebrating ten years of Polish ministry in 
the Parish.  There will be a prayer service in 
Polish on Saturday, 16th of September.  On 
Sunday, the 17th of September, the 1.30 
Mass will be a special celebration of thanks-
giving followed by a party in presbytery.  All 
are most welcome to either, or both, of these 
events!

Macmillan Coffee Morning will take place 
on Sunday the 24th September after all 
morning Masses. Please come along and 
support those suffering from cancer.

International Evening:  This will take place 
on the evening of Saturday, the 7th Octo-
ber.  These evenings have always been most 
enjoyable and entertaining.  Make sure you 
put a note in your diary and come along!
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ASK YOUR FATHER

10th September 2017
23rd Sunday – Year A

Entrance Antiphon
You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; treat your servant in accord 

with your merciful love.

Readings
Ezekiel 33: 7-9; Romans 13: 8-10; Matthew 18: 15-20

Responsorial Psalm
O that today you would listen to his voice!  Harden not your hearts.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Your word is truth, O Lord, consecrate us in the truth. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is yearning for you, my 

God; my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.

today’s readings and responses:

Sunday Masses
7pm [Sat evening – Vigil of Sunday] 
8.30am, 10.00am, 11.30am, 6pm

4.30pm (Latin American, en español ) 
1.30pm & 7.30pm (Polish, po polsku)
Weekday Masses
Mon - Fri: 10am & 6.30pm

Saturday: 10am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
in English:
Saturday: 10.30-11.15am; 6.00-6.45pm 
in Polish (po polsku):
Sunday: 1.00-1.30pm; 6.00-6.45pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
1st Friday: 10.30am–8pm 
Other Fridays: 10.30–11.30am  & 7–8pm

usual times for liturgies

Parish Priest: Fr David Smolira SJ
Assistant Priests: Fr Michael Bossy SJ, 
Fr David Stewart SJ, Fr Mateusz 
Konopiński SJ, (Polish/English),  
Fr Bogdan Leśniak SJ (Polish/English)
Jesuit Superior: Fr Hugh Duffy SJ
Sacristan: Sr Eugenia Geraghty OSM
Parish Secretary: Judy Bronson
Tel: 020 8800 2262
Catechetics: Elwira Pniewski
Tel: 020 8800 2202
elwira.pniewski@schoolandfamily.org 
Parish Council Chair: 
Mathew D’Souza Tel: 07717 172003

parish staff & team
Contact them on: 020 8800 2121

For appointments to see a priest, please phone, 
between 8am and 1pm Monday to Thursday

If you have any concerns about the safety or  
well-being of a child or adult at risk in the  

parish, please contact out Safeguarding Officer: 
Attracta Asika 07905 445938



spiritual quote for the week

God is beauty and is reflected in the beau-
ty of creation – especially in Mary, Queen 
of beauty.

Blessed James Alberione

The one symbol most often identified with Jesus and his Church is the cross.

Later this week, on Thursday, we celebrate The Exaltation of the Holy Cross. This feast traces 
its beginning to Jerusalem and the dedication of the church built on the site of Mount Calvary 
in 335. But the meaning of the cross is deeper than any city, any celebration, any building. 
The cross is a sign of suffering, a sign of human cruelty at its worst. But by Christ’s love shown 
in the Paschal Mystery, it has become the sign of triumph and victory, the sign of God, who 
is love itself.

Believers have always looked to the cross in times of suffering. People in concentration camps, 
in prisons, in hospitals, in any place of suffering and loneliness, have been known to draw, 
trace, or form crosses and focus their eyes and hearts on them. The cross does not explain pain 
and misery. It does not give us any easy answers. But it does help us to see our lives united 
with Christ’s.

We often make the Sign of the Cross over ourselves. We make it before prayer to help fix our 
minds and hearts on God. We make it after prayer, hoping to stay close to God. In trials and 
temptations, the cross is a sign of strength and protection. The cross is the sign of the full-
ness of life that is ours. At Baptism, too, the Sign of the Cross is used; the priest, parents, and 
godparents make the sign on the forehead of the child. A sign made on the forehead is a sign 
of belonging. By the Sign of the Cross in Baptism, Jesus takes us as his own in a unique way. 
So this week especially, let us look to the cross often. Let us make the Sign of the Cross and 
realise we bring our whole selves to God—our minds, souls, bodies, wills, thoughts, hearts—
everything we are and will become. And as we do this, let us give thanks that we have been 
redeemed through the cross of Christ.

sunday at st ignatius
August’s Collection: £3,312.71 for which many thanks indeed! 

The Counters this Week: Group A

Adapted by David Smolira SJ from “Saints and Feast Days”, by the Sisters of Notre Dame of Chardon

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

parish items and events
Prayer Board:  We now have a new Prayer Board on the left-hand side as you exit the Church, 
just before St. Joseph’s chapel.  If you would like to have special prayers for people you know, or 
for the needs of the world, please write then on one of the prayer cards provided and pin it to the 
board.  At the end of each month the prayers will be removed to allow room for new petitions.

featuring fath!

The Faith that Frees Us

“For I am longing to see you so that I may 
share with you some spiritual gift to strength-
en you – or rather so that we may be mutually 
encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours 
and mine.” (Romans 1: 11-12).

“Whatever is born of God conquers the 
world.  And this is the victory that con-
quers the world, our faith.” (I John 5: 3-5) 
Today more than ever, the questions we ask 
ourselves about our apostolic effectiveness 
are difficult ones, and they risk entangling 
us in the very questions we have about our 
own fidelity.  This matter is so important that 
we cannot allow ourselves to indulge in any 
form of improvisation.  The same holds true 

Parish Pilgrimage for the Year of Cou-
ples and Families: The Parish Pilgrimage 
to Aylesford Priory in Kent takes place on 
Sunday, the 15th October.  This could be a 
wonderful occasion for parishioners to enjoy 
time together with their families and friends.  
The cost is £10 per adult and £5 for children 
over 5 years.  We have received many more 
bookings over the last week, so make sure you 
book very soon if you wish to be part of this 
special Parish and Family pilgrimage!

with regard to the different apostolic deci-
sions that we have to make in our pastoral 
activity.  When Paul VI spoke to us about 
the effort involved in announcing the Gos-
pel to the modern world, he pointed out 
something extraordinary; in our time, he 
said, we are “buoyed up by hope, but, at 
the same time, often oppressed by fear and 
distress.” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, I).  Hopes 
and fears are woven together even in our 
apostolic lives, especially when we have to 
choose among the different aspects of our 
work.  We cannot take the risk of deciding 
such matters without clear discernment of 
our fears and hopes, for what is asked of us 
“in this time of uncertainty and confusion” 
is nothing less than to “accomplish this task 
with ever increasing love, zeal, and joy” 
(Evangelii Nuntiandi, I).  This is not some-
thing that can be improvised.  For us who 
are committed to the Church, this chal-
lenge goes far beyond anything the positive 
sciences envision; it appeals rather to an 
original vision, to the very originality of the 
Gospel.  Mutually consoled by one anoth-
er’s faith (Romans 1:11-12), we must unite 
with this vital force, and as apostles we must 
nourish our hearts with it precisely in or-
der to recover the coherence of our mission, 
the cohesion of our apostolic body, and the 
consistency of our feelings and our actions.”  
(Reflection of Pope Francis: “Open Mind, 
Faithful Heart.” 

other items

There will be a meeting of the Ghanaian As-
sociation on Sunday, 17th September, from 
1.00-3.00pm.


